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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude Offertoire sur Deux Noéls
Alexandre Guilmant
Alexandre Guilmant © Oxford University Press 1995.
Welcome
The PRESIDING MINISTER welcomes everyone
Gathering Song ELW 267 Joy to the World
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,



whose steadfast love is everlasting.
C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

L: God-with-us,

L & C: we confess that we have turned away
those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

L: Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones,

holy and beloved,

+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.

Greeting

Lead the Greeting and Prayer of the Day from the front center of the assembly
The PRESIDING MINISTER and assembly greet each other

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

The PRESIDING MINISTER leads the prayer in these or similar words
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept



All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the
birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The assembly is seated

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading Titus 3:4-7

A reading from Titus.

*When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, °he saved us,
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his
mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. ¢This Spirit he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting 6, p. 171a
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Gospel Luke 2:8-20
The PRESIDING MINISTER proclaims the gospel Pr. Ben Colahan

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:



11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. 1°But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 2The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pr. Ben Colahan
The assembly is seated
Hymn of the Day ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

Prayers of Intercession

Lead the Prayers of Intercession, Peace, and Welcome from the front center of the assembly
The ASSISTING MINISTER invites the assembly into prayer

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth,
and all people.

A brief silence

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us as
your own. Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and embolden us
to announce your salvation to all.

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things
have come into being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened
care for habitats threatened by rising sea levels.

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of
diplomats, relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and
violence especially for those whom we name before you...

Pause for 15 seconds to allow assembly to speak or type those names

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed
the cries of all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and



forgotten, and those who are ill especially for those whom we name before
you...

Pause for 15 seconds to allow assembly to speak or type those names

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music
ministries of this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in
worship.

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

People of God, for what else do we pray or give thanks?
Pause for 15 seconds to allow assembly to speak or type those names
The person offering the prayer or the ASSISTING MINISTER may conclude each petition:

God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your
light and love, inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you.

God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace Pr. Ben Colahan

L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Offering Petit Papa Noél

Henri Martinet and Raymond Ovanessian

Henri Martinet and Raymond Ovanessian © 1946 by Esching Max Soc. Copyright Renewed. All Rights in the
U. S. and Canada Administered by Universal Music- Careers. International Copyright Secured. All Rights
Reserved.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

On the night he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,

Gave thanks, blessed it, broke it
and gave it to his disciples saying,
“This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Again after supper,

Jesus took the cup,

gave thanks, blessed it

and gave it for all to drink,

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to join or fold hands for the Lord’s Prayer.
Remembering him therefore, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Communion Song

ELW 277 Away in a Manger

Text: North American, 19th cent.
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

Communion Song

sky and stay by my
us for

heav-en, to

lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
cra-dle till morn-ing 1

s nigh.

live with you there.

ELW 275 Angels from the Realms of Glory
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt,, sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879



Prayer after Communion

The ASSISTING MINISTER leads the prayer

Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

God’s Work, Our Hands Pr. Ben Colahan
Sending Song ELW 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

Blessing Pr. Ben Colahan
The assembly stands. The PRESIDING MINISTER proclaims God’s blessing
Please stand to receive God’s blessing.

A brief silence is kept

The God of love,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

lavish you with grace,

illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.

Amen.

Dismissal

L: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Glory to God in the Highest

Giovanni Battista Pergolesi, edited by Diane Bish
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi, edited by Diane Bish © Copyright 1984 by Gentry Publications. All Rights
Reserved. Made in U.S.A.
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